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A policy is a board guideline for planners and 

administrators. It is through a policy that we 

can precisely iden�fy the problems; fix priority 

to form alterna�ve approaches and solu�ons; 

make a choice among alterna�ves on the basis 

of comprehensive analysis if benefits and costs; 

ar�culate the choice in terms of goals 

expressed; provide organiza�on, personnel 

and resources to ensure effec�ve 

implementa�on; and to lay down a mechanism 

for con�nuous monitoring of the policy. 

   In India, a�en�on has been paid right from 

the ancient �mes to the present age in the field 

of environmental protec�on and 

improvement. Historically speaking, the laws 

rela�ng to environment improvement were 

simple but quite effec�ve and people were 

aware of the necessity of environmental 

protec�on. The present day legisla�ons in India 

are the outcome of the growing 

industrializa�on and popula�on pressure. 

There are stated to be over 500 Central and 

State statues which have at least some concern 

with environmental protec�on, either directly 

or indirectly. Besides that, the common law and 

Cons�tu�onal remedies rela�ng to 

environmental protec�on are also there. 

 In ancient India, protec�on and cleaning up 

of environment was the essence of Vedic 

culture. The conserva�on of environment 

formed an ardent ar�cle of faith, reflected in 

the daily lives of the people and also enshrined 

in myth folklore, art, culture and religion.

In the medieval India, the forests were 

managed with the help of a complex range of 

rules and regula�ons woven around the socio-

cultural features as well as the economic 

ac�vi�es of local communi�es. The Bri�sh 

regime saw the beginning of organized forest 

management. It was the forestry, wildlife and 

water pollu�on which a�racted their a�en�on 

in par�cular. In the field of forest protec�on, 

the enactment of the Forest Act, 1865 was the 

first step at asser�ng the State monopoly right 

over the forests. The Merchant Shipping Act of 

1858 dealt with preven�on of pollu�on of sea 

by oil. The Bengal Smoke Nuisance Act of 1905 

and Bombay Smoke Nuisance Act of 1912 were 

the earlier laws enacted during the Bri�sh Raj, 

aimed at controlling air pollu�on. 

 The post-independence era, un�l 1970, did 

not see much legisla�ve ac�vity in the field of 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

protec�on. It was 

the Stockholm 

Declara�on of 1972 

which turned the 

a�en�on of the 

Indian Government 

to the boarder 

perspec�ve of 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

protec�on. 

 The government made its stand well known 

through five year plans as well as the 

legisla�ons enacted subsequently to curb and 

control environmental pollu�on.

h�p://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603

/6565/9/09_chapter%204.pdf
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(1), such measures may include measures with respect to 

all or any of the following ma�ers, namely:-

(i)  coordina�on of ac�ons by the State Governments, 

officers and other authori�es-

 (a)  under this Act, or the rules made thereunder, or

 (b)     under any other law for the �me being in force 

which is relatable to the objects of this Act;

(ii) planning and execu�on of a na�on-wide 

programme for the preven�on, control and 

abatement of environmental pollu�on;

(iii) laying down standards for the quality of 

environment in its various aspects;

(iv)  laying down standards for emission or discharge of 

environmental pollutants from various sources 

whatsoever:

 Provided that different standards for emission or 

discharge may be laid down under this clause from 

different sources having regard to the quality or 

composi�on of the emission or discharge of 

environmental pollutants from such sources;

(v)  restric�on of areas in which any industries, 

opera�ons or processes or class of industries, 

opera�ons or processes shall not be carried out or 

shall be carried out subject to certain safeguards;

(vi) laying down procedures and safeguards for the 

preven�on of accidents which may cause 

environmental pollu�on and remedial measures for 

such accidents;

(vii) laying down procedures and safeguards for the 

handling of hazardous substances;

(viii) examina�on of such manufacturing processes, 

materials and substances as are likely to cause 

environmental pollu�on;

(ix)  carrying out and sponsoring inves�ga�ons and 

research rela�ng to problems of environmental 

An Act to provide for the protec�on and improvement of 

environment and for ma�ers connected therewith. This 

act was enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-seventh Year 

of the Republic of India.

Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Central 

Government, shall have the power to take all such 

measures as it deems necessary or expedient for the 

purpose of protec�ng and improving the quality of the 

environment and preven�ng controlling and aba�ng 

environmental pollu�on. (2) In par�cular, and without 

prejudice to the generality of the provisions of subsec�on

pollu�on;

(x)  inspec�on of any premises, plant, equipment, 

machinery, manufacturing or other processes, 

materials or substances and giving, by order, of such 

direc�ons to such authori�es, officers or persons as 

it may consider necessary to take steps for the 

preven�on, control and abatement of 

environmental pollu�on;

(xi)  establishment or recogni�on of environmental 

laboratories and ins�tutes to carry out the func�ons 

entrusted to such environmental laboratories and 

ins�tutes under this Act;

(xii) collec�on and dissemina�on of informa�on in 

respect of ma�ers rela�ng to environmental 

pollu�on;

(xiii)  prepara�on of manuals, codes or guides rela�ng to 

the preven�on, control and abatement of 

environmental pollu�on;

(xiv) such other ma�ers as the Central Government 

deems necessary or expedient for the purpose of 

securing the effec�ve implementa�on of the 

provisions of this Act.

Persons carrying on industry opera�on, etc., not to allow 

emission or discharge of environmental pollutants in 

excess of the standards - No person carrying on any 

industry, opera�on or process shall discharge or emit or 

permit to be discharged or emi�ed any environmental 

pollutants in excess of such standards as may be 

prescribed.

Persons handling hazardous substances to comply with 

procedural safeguards - No person shall handle or cause 

to be handled any hazardous substance except in 

accordance with such procedure and a�er complying with 

such safeguards as may be prescribed.

Environmental laboratories: (1) The Central Government 

may, by no�fica�on in the Official Gaze�e,-

(a)  establish one or more environmental laboratories;

(b)  recognize one or more laboratories or ins�tutes as 

environmental laboratories to carry out the 

func�ons entrusted to an environmental laboratory 

under this Act.

(2) The Central Government may, by no�fica�on in the 

Official Gaze�e, make rules specifying-

(a)  the func�ons of the environmental laboratory;

(b) the procedure for the submission to the said 

laboratory of samples of air, water, soil or other 

substance for analysis or tests, the form of the 

The Environment (Protec�on) Act, 1986The Environment (Protec�on) Act, 1986The Environment (Protec�on) Act, 1986
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(1), such measures may include measures with respect to 

all or any of the following ma�ers, namely:-

(i)  coordina�on of ac�ons by the State Governments, 

officers and other authori�es-

Pollu�on) Act, 1974Pollu�on) Act, 1974

Water (Preven�on and Control of 

Pollu�on) Act, 1974

Pollu�on) Act, 1981 Pollu�on) Act, 1981 

The Air (Preven�on and Control of 

Pollu�on) Act, 1981 

An Act to provide for the preven�on and control of water 

pollu�on and the maintaining or restoring of 

wholesomeness of water for the establishment, with a 

view to carrying out the purposes aforesaid, of Boards for 

the preven�on and control of water pollu�on, for 

conferring on and assigning to such Boards powers and 

func�ons rela�ng thereto and for ma�ers connected 

therewith

Power to take samples of effluents and procedure to be 

followed in connec�on therewith

A State Board or any officer empowered by it in this behalf 

shall have power to take for the purpose of analysis 

samples of water from any stream or well or samples of 

any sewage or trade effluent which is passing from any 

plant or vessel or from or over any place into any such 

stream or well.

Prohibi�on on use of stream or well for disposal of 

pollu�ng ma�er, etc.

Subject to the provisions of this sec�on-

(a) no person shall knowingly cause or permit any 

poisonous, noxious or pollu�ng ma�er determined in 

accordance with such standards as may be laid down by 

the State Board to enter (whether directly or indirectly) 

into any[Stream or well or sewer or on land]; or

(b) no person shall knowingly cause or permit to enter 

into any stream any other ma�er which may tend, either 

directly or in combina�on with similar ma�ers, to impede 

the proper flow of the water of the stream in a manner 

leading or likely to lead to a substan�al aggrava�on of 

pollu�on due to other causes or of its consequences.

Restric�ons on new outlets and new discharges

Subject to the provisions of this sec�on, no person shall, 

without the previous consent of the State Board

(a) establish or take any steps to establish any industry, 

opera�on or process, or any treatment and disposal 

system or any extension or addi�on thereto, which is 

likely to discharge sewage or trade effluent into a stream 

or well or sewer or on land (such discharge being 

herea�er in this sec�on referred to as discharge of 

sewage); or

(b) bring into use any new or altered outlet for the 

discharge of sewage; or

(c) begin to make any new discharge of sewage:

Provided that a person in the process of taking any steps 

to establish any industry, opera�on or process 

immediately before the commencement of the Water 

(Preven�on and Control of Pollu�on) Amendment Act, 

1988, for which no consent was necessary prior to such 

commencement, may con�nue to do so for a period of 

three months from such commencement or, if he has 

made an applica�on for such consent, within the said 

period of three months, �ll the disposal of such 

applica�on.

h�p://www.ielrc.org/content/e7402.pdf 

An Act to provide for the preven�on, control and 

abatement of air pollu�on, for the establishment, with a 

view to carrying out the aforesaid purposes, of Boards, for 

conferring on and assigning to such Boards powers and 

func�ons rela�ng thereto and for ma�ers connected 

therewith.

Power to declare air pollu�on control areas. - 

The State Government may, a�er consulta�on with the 

State Board, by no�fica�on in the Official Gaze�e declare 

in such manner as may be prescribed, any area or areas 

within the State as air pollu�on control area or areas for 

the purposes of this Act. 

If the State Government, a�er consulta�on with the State 

Board, is of opinion that the use of any fuel, other than an 

approved fuel, in any air pollu�on control area or part 

thereof, may cause or is likely to cause air pollu�on, it may, 

by no�fica�on in the Official Gaze�e, prohibit the use of 

such fuel in such area or part thereof with effect from such 

date (being not less than three months from the date of 

publica�on of the no�fica�on) as may be specified in the 

no�fica�on. 

Powers to give instruc�ons for ensuring standards for 

emission from automobiles

With a view to ensuring that the standards for emission of 

air pollutants from automobiles laid down by the State 

Board �nder clause (g) of sub-sec�on (1) of sec�on 17 are 

complied with, the State Government shall, in 

consulta�on with the State Board, give such instruc�ons 

as may be deemed necessary to the concerned authority 
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An Act to provide for the preven�on, control and 

abatement of air pollu�on, for the establishment, with a 

view to carrying out the aforesaid purposes, of Boards, for 

conferring on and assigning to such Boards powers and 

func�ons rela�ng thereto and for ma�ers connected 

therewith.

Power to declare air pollu�on control areas. - 

The State Government may, a�er consulta�on with the 

State Board, by no�fica�on in the Official Gaze�e declare 

in such manner as may be prescribed, any area or areas 

within the State as air pollu�on control area or areas for 

the purposes of this Act. 

If the State Government, a�er consulta�on with the State 

Board, is of opinion that the use of any fuel, other than an 

approved fuel, in any air pollu�on control area or part 

thereof, may cause or is likely to cause air pollu�on, it may, 

by no�fica�on in the Official Gaze�e, prohibit the use of 

such fuel in such area or part thereof with effect from such 

date (being not less than three months from the date of 

publica�on of the no�fica�on) as may be specified in the 

no�fica�on. 

Powers to give instruc�ons for ensuring standards for 

emission from automobiles

With a view to ensuring that the standards for emission of 

air pollutants from automobiles laid down by the State 

Board �nder clause (g) of sub-sec�on (1) of sec�on 17 are 

complied with, the State Government shall, in 

consulta�on with the State Board, give such instruc�ons 

as may be deemed necessary to the concerned authority 

in charge of registra�on of motor vehicles under the 

Motor Vehicles Act, 1939 (Act 4 of 1939), and such 

authority shall, notwithstanding anything contained in 

that Act or the rules made there under be bound to 

comply with such instruc�ons.

Restric�ons on use of certain industrial plants

Subject to the provisions of this sec�on, no person shall, 

without the previous consent of the State Board, establish 

or operate any industrial plant in an air pollu�on control 

area: 

Provided that a person opera�ng any industrial plant in 

any air pollu�on control area, immediately before the 

commencement of sec�on 9 of the Air (Preven�on and 

Control of Pollu�on) Amendment Act, 1987, (47 of 1987) 

for which no consent was necessary prior to such 

commencement, may con�nue to do so for a period of 

three months from such commencement or, if he has 

made an applica�on for such consent within the said 

period of three months, �ll the disposal of such 

applica�on.] 

Every person to whom consent has been granted by the 

State Board under sub-sec�on (4), shall comply with the 

following condi�ons, namely - 

(i) the control equipment of such specifica�ons as the 

State Board may approve in this behalf shall be 

installed and operated in the premises where the 

industry is carried on or proposed to be carried on; 

(ii)  the exis�ng control equipment, if any, shall be altered 

or replaced in accordance with the direc�ons of the 

State Board; 

(iii)  the control equipment referred to in clause (i) or 

clause (ii) shall be kept at all �mes in good running 

condi�on; 

(iv) chimney, wherever necessary, of such specifica�ons 

as the State Board may approve in this behalf shall be 

erected or re-erected in such premises; 

(v) such other condi�ons as the State Board, may specify 

in this behalf; and 

(vi) the condi�ons referred to in clauses (i), (ii) and (iv) 

shall be complied with within such period as the State 

Board may specify in this behalf

Persons carrying on industry, etc., to allow emission of 

air pollutants in excess of the standard laid down by 

State Board 

No person opera�ng any industrial plant, in any air 

pollu�on control area shall discharge or cause or permit 

to be discharged the emission of any air pollutant in 

excess of the standards laid down by the State Board. 

Power of entry and inspec�on

Subject to the provisions of this sec�on, any person 

empowered by a State Board in this behalf shall have a 

right to enter, at all reasonable �mes with such assistance 

as he considers necessary, any place for the purpose of 

examining and tes�ng any control equipment, industrial 

plant, record, register, document or any other material 

Control) Rules, 2000Control) Rules, 2000

The Noise Pollu�on (Regula�on and 

Control) Rules, 2000
Ambient air quality standards in respect of noise for 

different areas/zones

The State Government may categorize the areas into 

industrial, commercial, residen�al or silence areas/zones 

for the purpose of implementa�on of noise standards for 

different areas.

The State Government shall take measures for abatement 
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(Regula�on and Control) Rules, 2000 (Regula�on and Control) Rules, 2000 

Ozone Deple�ng Substances 

(Regula�on and Control) Rules, 2000 

Hazardous Wastes (Management and 
Handling) Rules, 1989

Ambient air quality standards in respect of noise for 

different areas/zones

The State Government may categorize the areas into 

industrial, commercial, residen�al or silence areas/zones 

for the purpose of implementa�on of noise standards for 

different areas.

The State Government shall take measures for abatement 

of noise including noise emana�ng from vehicular 

movements and ensure that the exis�ng noise levels do 

not exceed the ambient air quality standards specified 

under these rules.

All development authori�es, local bodies and other 

concerned authori�es while planning developmental

ac�vity or carrying out func�ons rela�ng to town and 

country planning shall take into considera�on all aspects 

of noise pollu�on as a parameter of quality of life to avoid 

noise menace and to achieve the objec�ve of maintaining 

the ambient air quality standards in respect of noise.

An area comprising not less than 100 metres around 

hospitals, educa�onal ins�tu�ons and courts may be 

declared as silence area/zone for the purpose of these rules.

Restric�ons on the use of loud speakers/public address 

system

(1) A loud speaker or a public address system shall not be 

used except a�er obtaining wri�en permission from the 

authority.

(2) A loud speaker or a public address system shall not be 

used at night (between 10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.) except in 

closed premises for communica�on within, e.g. auditoria, 

conference rooms, community halls and banquet halls.

Consequences of any viola�on in silence zone/area

Whoever, in any place covered under the silence 

zone/area commits any of the following offence, he shall 

be liable for penalty under the provisions of the Act:

(i) whoever, plays any music or uses any sound 

amplifiers,

(ii) whoever, beats a drum or tom-tom or blows a horn Area 
Code

Category of 
Area/Zone

Limits in dB(A) Leq *

Day
(6am-10pm)

Night
(10pm -6am)

(A) Industrial area 75 70

(B) Commercial area 65 55

(C)  Residen�al area 55 45

(D) Silence Zone 50 40

Silence zone is defined as an area comprising not less than 100 metres 
around hospitals, educa�onal ins�tu�ons and courts. The silence zones 
are zones which are declared as such by the competent authority.

h�p://envfor.nic.in/legis/noise/noise.html

"Ozone deple�ng substance" means the ozone deple�ng 

substances specified in column (2) of Schedule I, whether 

exis�ng by itself or in a mixture, excluding any such 

substance or mixture (blend) which is in a manufactured 

product other than a container used for the 

transporta�on or storage of such substance. 

 Regula�on of produc�on and consump�on of ozone 

deple�ng substances 

 Prohibi�on on export to or import from countries not 

specified in Schedule VI 

 Ozone deple�ng substances are to be exported to or 

imported from countries specified in Schedule VI 

under a licence 

 Regula�on of the sale of ozone deple�ng substances 

 Regula�on on the purchase of ozone deple�ng 

substances 

 Regula�on on the use of ozone deple�ng substance 

 Prohibi�on on new investments with ozone deple�ng 

substances 

 Regula�on of import, export and sale of products 

made with or containing ozone deple�ng substances 
h�p://envfor.nic.in/legis/ods/odsrcr.html 

CATEGORIES OF HAZARDOUS WASTES

Waste 
Category

Type of waste Regulatory Quan��es

1 Cyanide Wastes 1 kgs/year calculated as 
cyanide

2 Metal Finishing 
Wastes

10 kgs/year the sum of 
the specified substance 
calculated as pure metal

3 Waste containing 
water soluble 
chemical compounds 
of Pb, Cu, Zn, Cr and 
Sb.

10 kgs/year the sum of 
the specified substance 
calculated as pure metal

4 Hg, As, Tl  and Cd 
bearing wastes.

5 kgs/year the sum of 
the specified substance 
calculated as pure metal

5 Non-halogenated 
hydrocarbons 
including non solvents

200 kgs/year calculated 
as halogenated 
hydrocarbons

6 Halogenated 
hydrocarbons 
including solvents

50kgs/ year calculated as 
halogenated 
hydrocarbons
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Responsibility of the occupier for handling of wastes

The occupier genera�ng hazardous wastes listed in 

quan��es equal to or exceeding the limits given, shall 

take all prac�cal steps to ensure that such wastes are 

properly handled and disposed of without any adverse 

effects which may result from such wastes and the 

occupier shall also be responsible for proper collec�on, 

recep�on, treatment, storage and disposal of these 

wastes either himself or through the operator of a facility.

h�p://www.envfor.nic.in/divisions/hsmd/no�f.html

In exercise of the powers conferred by sec�on 30 of the 

Atomic Energy Act, 1962 (33 of 1962) and all other powers 

enabling it in this behalf, the Central Government hereby 

makes the following rules :

Prohibi�on of employment of persons below the age of 

18 years: No person under the age of eighteen years shall 

be employed as a radia�on worker.

Radiological Safety Officer

Every employer shall designate, with the approval of the 

competent authority, either himself or a person under his 

employ as Radiological Safety Officer.

Du�es and func�ons of the Radiological Safety Officer- 

The du�es and func�ons of the Radiological Safety Officer 

in any radia�on installa�on shall be as follows; namely-

(a) to take all necessary steps aimed at ensuring that the 

opera�onal limits are not normally exceeded;

(b) to instruct the radia�on workers under his charge on 

the hazards of radia�on and on suitable safety measures 

and work prac�ces aimed at minimizing exposure to 

radia�on and contamina�on;

(c) to carry out leakage tests on sealed sources as 

specified in rule;

(d) to regulate the safe movement of all radioac�ve 

materials (including wastes containing radioac�ve 

materials) within the area under his charge;

(e) to inves�gate and ini�ate prompt and suitable 

remedial measures in respect of any situa�on that could 

lead to radia�on hazards;

(f) to ensure that reports on all hazardous situa�ons 

(including situa�ons of the type referred to in rule 47 or as 

laid down in the no�fica�ons issued by the competent 

authority regarding opera�onal limits) along with details 

of any immediate remedial measures that may have been 

ini�ated, are made available immediately to his 

employer;

(g) to ensure that the ul�mate disposal of wastes 

containing radioac�ve materials is done in a manner 

approved by the competent authority.

Radia�on surveillance -

(1) The competent authority shall, by no�fica�on specify 

appropriate radia�on surveillance procedures and the 

employer shall comply with the same.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the above 

power such procedures may provide that—

(a) in any radia�on installa�on, the planning, design, 

Radia�on Protec�on Rules, 1971Radia�on Protec�on Rules, 1971Radia�on Protec�on Rules, 1971
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Hindi Pakhwada was celebrated in NIOH from 1-14th 

September 2014. The ENVIS NIOH team members 

namely Ms Annie Soju, Programme Officer, Ms. Prarthana 

Trivedi, Informa�on Officer and Ms. Shru� Patel 

par�cipated enthusias�cally in various compe��ons such 

as general knowledge, essay compe��on and group quiz.
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 h�ps://socioparivar.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/ 

bidiversity.jpg
 h�p://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/6565/9/ 

09_chapter%204.pdf
 h�p://www.ielrc.org/content/e7402.pdf 
 h�p://www.cpcb.nic.in/NewItem_19_Pollu�onControlLaw. 

pdf
 h�p://envfor.nic.in/legis/noise/noise.html
 h�p://envfor.nic.in/legis/ods/odsrcr.html 
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construc�on and opera�on of facili�es involving the use 

of radia�on shall be done with the prior approval of and in 

accordance with the specifica�ons laid down by the 

competent authority;

(b) the working condi�ons adopted and the monitoring 

and personnel protec�ve equipment provided, shall be in 

accordance with the specifica�ons laid down by the 

competent authority;

(c) the radia�on workers shall be subjected to personnel 

monitoring procedures specified by the competent 

authority;

(d) the radia�on workers shall be subjected to medical 

examina�ons as provided in rule 19 or rule 20;

(e) the appropriate records shall be maintained on the 

results of any rou�ne measurements and inves�ga�ons 

such as radia�on and radioac�vity level measurements, 

personnel monitoring measurements and medical 

examina�ons that may be s�pulated by the competent 

authority.

(f) an employer shall comply with any other special or 

general radia�on surveillance procedures that may be 

specified by the competent authority.

Radia�on symbol —

(1) The radia�on symbol shall be prominently displayed in 

areas where exposure to radia�on or contamina�on is 

likely and on all containers (including those used for 

transport) which contain radioac�ve materials.

(2) The radia�on symbol shall not be used for any purpose 

other than those men�oned in these rules.

(3) The colours for the radia�on symbol shall be such as 

may be specified, by no�fica�on, by the competent 

authority.

Medical examina�on of radia�on workers - Every 

radia�on worker, prior to commencing radia�on work, 

and subsequently at intervals not exceeding 12 months, 

shall be subjected to the following medical examina�ons, 

and any other examina�ons which may be specified by 

the competent authority, namely :-

(a) X-ray examina�on of the chest;

(b) all general laboratory inves�ga�ons such as the 

examina�on of blood and excreta;

(c) special inves�ga�ons such as examina�ons of the skin, 

hands, fingers, finger nails and eyes.

h�ps://www.orau.org/ptp/images/radheal.gif
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